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Rder'd by. the Lords Spiritual. and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 
IThat-the- Thanks of this Houſe be, 25 * 
are hereby given to the Lord Biſhop 6b ** + 
St. Davips, for the Sermon b Tm” 
preach'd before this Houſe Yeſterday, in 
the Abbey-Church Weſtminſter; and he 
is hereby deſir d to cauſe the fame to 
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M. cc. xLv. 


it 
f 


2 <t7; 


Wo unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil; that put darkneſs for light, 
and light for darkneſs ; that put bitter 

For ſweet, and ſweet for bitter. 

Mo unto them that are wiſe in their own 

eyes, and prudent in their own fight. 


H E Prophet, in the former of theſe 
Verſes, denounces the juſt Vengeance 
of God, upon thoſe, who, ſurely of all 
others, deſerve to ſtand the foremoſt 
Mark of it, viz. the wicked and un- 
natural Perverters of Reaſon and common Senſe, 
and therewith of all true Religion and Morality, 
which are fo neceſſarily built upon them, as, with- 
out them, Man is abſolutely incapable of either; 
he being in Truth no farther to be ſuppoſed a reli- 


gious and a moral Agent, than as he is ſuppoſed to 


be a free and a rational one. 

Ap leaſt we ſhould any wiſe be at a Loſs in 
aſſigning a ſuitable Cauſe to a Conduct fo prepoſte- 
rous, the Prophet, in the latter Verſe, ſeems to 
have taken Care to aſſign it ready to our Hands; 
iy A 3 in 
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in adding a farther Mo upon thoſe, who are wiſe 
in their own Eyes, and prudent in their own Sight: 
A Character, which, in the Language of Scrip- 
ture, always Ggnifies that ſelfiſh and arrogant Cun- 
ning, which is Fooliſhneſs in the Sight of God, in 
Oppoſition to the only true and profitable V dm 
of knowing, and of fearing him, and of acting 
throughout as ſubject and accountable to him. 

Now nothing could ſo thoroughly anſwer the 
wicked Views of ſuch worldly Policy, as the en- 
flaving the Minds of Men. to its Purpoſes, by blind- 
ing their Underſtandings, and perverting their Juſt 
and natural Senſe of Rigbt and Wrong. 

WHEeTHERthis Complaint, of the Prophet did 
more particularly concern the Civil or the Ecclefe- 
oftical State of the Jeus at the Time, wherein he 
made it, is not very certain; it may probably be 
conjectured from the Lamentations, which himſelf 
and the other Prophets do elſewhere make over the 
general Corruption of the whole Nation, in 
Branch of its Government, that the Charge lies 
equally betwixt them ; and that both might jointly 
conſpire by 7518 Means to eſtabliſh, and then ſhare 
the Tyranny over the Liberties and Conſciences of 
the People. | 

Howzver this may be, very certain I am, 
it has proved too /ad, and lively a Type of what has 
fince happened to the Church and People of Chriſt. 

VEE Religion, which the Son of God came 
from Heaven to inſtruct us in, is in every Article 
of it (conformable to the clear Fountain of Wiſ- 
dom, whence it flowed) wholly pure, and unſtained 
with any the leaſt Mixture of Guile or Corruption ; 
therein the juſt Limits of Good, and of Evil, to- 

gether 


on the 575 of November, 1745. 7 


gether with the reſpective and inſeparable Conſe- 
quence of each of them, are diſtinguiſhed and de- 
fined with greater Accuracy and Certainty, than in 
any, or indeed all the Syſtems of Morality put to- 
gether, before known in the World; therein is no- 
thing to ſhock or confound the natural Dictates cf 
our Underſtandings, concerning Right or Wrong, 
but on the contrary, every thing that may poſſibly 
tend to confirm and perfect them into an invariable 
Rule of Life and Manners; nothing but what is 
either antecedently agreeable to the trueſt Determi- 
nations of right Reaſon in moral Matters, or ſo 
clearly inſtructive and perfective of them, as to be 
thankfully, and readily embraced as ſoon as pro- 
poſed: With no other Violence than the perſuaſive 
Motives, the Encouragements and the Sanctions of 
the Goſpel itſelf, to enforce Mens Obedience to it. 

Ab ſo firm was the Perſuaſion, and ſo lively the 
Faith, which theſe inſpired in the Primitive Pro- 


feſſors of | Chriſtianity, as to enable them patiently 


to undergo the ſevereſt Tortures, with the Loſs of 
Life itſelf, rather than deny the % d Author, or 


give up the preſent joyful Aſurance and future glo- 


rious Recompence of their holy Religion. 
Bor alas! this did not always continue to be the 
Caſe with the Chriſtian Church; hitherto the De- 
vil had raged againſt it with all the Malice and Fury 
of an avowed Perſecution, — but in vain; for in 
Proportion to the Blood of the Martyts, and Con- 
feſſors, which was ſhed ſo profuſely by the blind 
Bigottry, or miſtaken Policy of the Heathen Princes, 
did the Chtiſtian Profeſſion enereaſe, and extend it- 
ſelf to an amazing Degree, till the whole Roman 


Empire in a Manner became Chriſtian, and the 


Emperors 
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Emperors themſelves ſoon after followed their Sub- 
jets Example. Here opened a new Scene for 
the Tempter to work upon, and (as he often had 
experienced among the unwary Sons of Men) but 
too likely to inſure him Succeſs, -—— Riches, and 
Power flowed plentifully into the Chriſtian Church 
from the Bounty and Munificence of its Imperial 
Converts, and together therewith but too ſen/ib/e a 
Complacence in the foothing Enjoyment of them, 
after ſo long and ſevere an Exerciſe of Poverty, 
Danger, and Reproach; this unhappily opened by 
Degrees other Views to the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
very foreign from thoſe of its heavenly Inſtitutor ; 
and worldly Grandeur and Wealth being once ad- 
mitted as an End in Religion, no wonder worldly 
Policy was ſoon after aſſumed, as an Infrument to 
attain and ſupport them. Hence ambitious Con- 
_ Power and Advancement among Church- 
men was carried on under Colour and Diſguiſe of 
religious Controverſy, in Proportion to whole fatal 
Encreaſe among Chriſtians, the Eſſentials of Chri- 
ſtianity, true Piety and Charity, fickned and de- 
cayed, while Party Merit ariſing from Party Zeal, 
too eaſily came in to ſupply the Place of a lively 
Faith, and a ſincere Obedience; and Chriſtianity 
aſſuming an Air of greater Pomp and Magnificence, 
in Proportion to its more flouriſhing and proſperous 
Circumſtances, but too naturally degenerated into 
mere external She and Appearance. By theſe 
fatal Degrees came the Chureh of God to be in the 
End ſo miſerably corrupted both in Faith and 
Practice, as to." incur the Penalty of his- ſevereſt 
udgments. From the Eaſtern Church, wherein 


the Light of the Goſpel had ſhone fo early and fo 
0 N brightly, 
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brightly, for the Converſion and Example of Man- 


kind, God thought fit to remove his Candle/tich ; 
nor is the appointed Time yet come, when in his 
Mercy, we' truſt, he will reſtore it. For the 
Sins of the Weſtern Church God provided a Plague, 
ſcarce leſs ſevere than that of a total Extinction; 

the barbarous Nations of the North, which had 
over ſpread the rich Provinces of the Weſtern Em- 
pire, and totally deſtroyed all the (mall Remains of 
Learning and Civility left among them, at-length 
came to embrace Chriſtianity; but unluckily ſuch 
Chriſtianity, as they found ready to their Hands, 
with every Corruption, both in Faith and Prac- 
_ tice, which for ſucceſſive Ages had been contract- 
ing around it. {mage-Horſhip, and the Invocation 
of Saints and falſe Mediators had already made a 
fatal Progreſs in it, and had too eaſily accommo- 
dated it to the pros Conceptions of a People wholly 
immerſed in Ignorance and Idolatry.— In this dark 


Seaſon: of Barbariſin and Corruption, did the Man of 


Sin, 2 Theſ: ii. 3. fo exactly foretold by God's Word, 
begin to be revealed; the Biſbop of Rome, long claim- 
ing Pre- eminence from the Antiquity of his See, and 
the Splendor and Authority of the City, wherein 
he preſided, could now advance in his Claim, and 
purſue his Scheme of an univerſal Tyranny, with- 
ont Controul ; the great and flouriſhing Churches 
of the Eaſt, which had long diſputed his unjuſt 
Pretenſions, were now either buried in Ruins, or 
loft in Bondage or Decay, while his impolitick and 
unwary' Converts, the Gothic Princes, too readily 
gave Way to his eſtabliſhing a temporal Dominion, 
which, in grateful Return, he made a Means for 
erecting over theirs, and their Subjects Heads, the 

B moſt 
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moſt extraordinary Kind of Empire, the World 
ever ſaw; for ſoon after do we find the Kings of 
the Earth, holding their Crowns by the precarious 
Tenure of his Vill, and contented to have their 
Subjects made either their Rebels, or their Slaves, 
at his bidding; ſtill however the Purity and Sim. 
plicity of Chriſt's Religion (whoſe more immedi- 
ate Minifter he would be taken for) as remaining 
in the Goſpel, ſtood too viſibly in the Way of the 
Tyranny he was uſurping, and of the Corruptions 
and Innovations he was labouring to eſtabliſh or in- 
troduce into the Church: To obviate which Diffi- 
culty, at once we ſee" the holy Scriptures (from 
whence alone are derived the Doctrine and the Au- 
| thority of our Religion, which are the very Grounds 
whereupon Men believe, and the Rule, whereby 
they mult practiſe Chriſtianity) ſnatch'd away from 
publick Sight, and a Monſter of hideous Growth, 
diſavowed by all Scripture and Primitive Authority, 
and repugnant to Reaſon and common Senſe, a 
ſanding infallible Fudge, made out of a Succeſ- 
fion of fallible Men, uſurping the Place of it, and 
by his own ſole Authority transferring the Deciſion 
of Religion and Morality out of the Hands of 
Ser ipture and right Reaſon, into his own. Then 
was the Complaint of the Prophet in my Text moſt 
literally verified, and a total Inverſion of all moral 
and religious Diſtinction took Place; for no ſooner 
was this Idol of worldly Grandeur and Tyranny 
erected upon the Ruins of Primitive Order and 
Simplicity, than worldly Policy was called in to offer 
to it no leſs a Sacrifice, than the Senſe and Reaſon, 
the Virtue and Religion of Mankind; every one of 

% SHES IS which 
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which was made a Victim to ſome one or other of 


its arbitrary Determinations. 
To; ſpecify every: Violation they ſuffered, were 


to write a full Hiſtory and Diſplay of Popery ; let 


ſome of the more ſignal Inſtances. anſwer for the 
reft 


ſon, from whoſe Notices it forms a right Judgment 
of Things; that Men might learn not to pay a 


greater Deference to this truſty and domeſtick Au- 


thority, than to that of their infallible Fudge, the 


groſſeſt Affront is to be pat upon it in the monſtrous 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation.— No Matter what 


Abſurdities do at every Step encounter this horrid 
and blaſphemous Tenet : The Power of the Prieſt 
(and with it of the Church of Rome) mult. be 
magnified at the Expence of God's Honour, and 
the Senſe. and Reaſon of Mankind; and a miſe- 
rable mortul Man be ſet up for the Maker of God; 
a Thought, full of the moſt preſumptuous Blaſ- 
phemy, and ſuch as, one ſhould think, muſt ſhock 
the Faith of the Prieſt, to whom- ſuch Power is 
imputed, did he not daily ſee almoſt as great a Mi- 
racle | worked. upon Multitudes under his own 
Hands, made capable of believing, that they actu- 
ally cat the real Body of Chriſt, while every Senſe 
aſſures them that they are cating of Bread only. 
AGAIN; As it was the Deſign of God in ſe- 
lecting the Children of 1/rae/, that he might at 
leaſt have one Nation under Heaven exempt from 
Idolatry, the Worſhippers of the one true God, 
and by that Means prepared for the Reception of 
Chriſt's holy Religion, the direct Oppoſite to all 
Kind of Idolatry and a What a Surprize 
ct. 2 is 
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is it to find Chriſtianity itſelf overwhelmed with all 
the idolatrous. Inventions of Paganiſm; and the 
Worſhip of the one true God, and of our only Me- 
diator Feſus Chrift, in a Manner loſt in that of the 
Virgin and of innumerable Saints, whoſe very 
Exiſtence and moral Character have, in many Caſes, 
no other Voucher than the Papal Authority; and 
that too under ſenſible Images and Repreſentations ? 
Nor will the Plea made uſe of by the more refined 
Members of the Church of Rome in Favour of 
this Practice, viz. that they worſhip not the Image, 
but the Perſon repreſented by it, and that in Subor- 
dination to the Worſhip of the one true God, at all 
avail for their Juſtification; ſince the /ame excuſe 
has before been tried by the more conſiderate Hea- 
then in Defence of their Idolatry and Polytheiſm, 
but abſolutely diſallowed by our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, who beſt knew what belongs to the Honour 
of God, and his extreme jealouſy of its being given 
to another, who lay idolatry indiſcriminateiy to the 
Charge of the whole Gentile World. "Ong 
Bur farther; as Reaſon did before in great 

Meaſure, and Revelation has ſince very fully aſſured 
us, that by our Actions we muſt ſtand or fall (Faith 
in Chriſt giving us the proper Mati ve, and ſupply- 
ing the neceſſary Defecss of our Obedience) this 
new and infallible Doctor in Morality has found out 
the Miſtake the World has for many Ages been un- 
der in this Matter, declaring, that the moſt exalted 
Faith and moſt exemplary Virtue, without a thorough 
Reliance on his Tnfallibilifty, can be in no other, 
than a State of certain Damnation; while, with 
it, the worſt of Men and moſt abandon'd of 
Characters, with the farther help of Pardons, Pil- 
| grimages 
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grimages and Indulgencies, and other vain Expe- 
dients of his own Invention, in lieu of true Chri- 
ſtian Piety and Charity, may be in a fair Way to 
Salvation. This indeed gave the fniſbing Stroke 
to all Virtue and Morality, and left them, if poſſi- 
ble, in a worſe State, than Chriſtianity had found 
them in; the diſmal Effects whereof very ſoon be- 
came viſible, eſpecially in the Countries more im- 
mediately ſubject to the Papal Dominion; fo that 
inthe Age preceding the Reformation, Rome and 
Ttaly produced? à Race f Men, at the fame Time 
the moſt dutiful Sous of the Church, and the moſt 
profligate Monſters of Wickedneſs and Impiety, that 
ever any Age or Country has known. 

Bor ſtill in this Caſe ſome Modeſty is pre erved, 
and ſome ſmall Deference paid to Virtue in ſuppoſ- 
ing any Compenſation, however frivolous, requiſite 
to attone for the want of it, at leaſt in Com- 
pariſon of the next Step, I have to obſerve ; where- 
by all Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice, Light and 
Darkneſs are made to change their Name, and their 
Place at his Command ; and every Law of God 
and of Man, all mutual Faith and Honour; the 
natural Senſe of Juſtice, and the tender Inſtincts of 
Humanity are ſuſpended and cancelled, whenever 
the Intereſts of the Church (or in other Words 
the Support or Enlargement of Papal Tyranny) finds 
Occafion for doing ſo ; while Perjury, Rebellion 
and Murder; while private Aſſaſſination or general 
Maſſacre not only are made venial, but meritorious, 
not only find Pardon from the plenitude of Ro- 
miſh Power, but can procure a Sarnt/hip for the 
Guilty in the Romiſb Calendar. 


NoxR 
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Non is this the mere angry Invective of a heated 
Zeal: The Blood of Mrilons, ſhed. by the Au- 
thority or Inſtigation of this mercileſi Church, with- 
in little more than three Centuries paſt, cry aloud 
in Witneſs. againſt it; and (we! Truſt in God and 
his Juſtice), ſhall not always cry in vain. 
LeT other Nations tell of the Sicilian Veſpers, 
the Bartholomew Maſſacre, the bloody Cruſadoes; 
the exquiſite Tortures of the Inguiſition; the; mur- 
der or Baniſhment of | Thou/ands,., truſting to the 
moſt Sacred Engagements; nay near one half of the 
Globe no ſooner diſcovered, than d;/peopled by the 
Tyranny of Rome, giving Sanction to Spaniſh, Ava- 
rice We of this Country have our own Wounds 
to ſhew, ſufficiently deep, and monitory, one ſhould 
think, to maintain in the Minds of Engliſbmen an 
ce and irreconcileable Abhortence of the trea- 
cherous and cruel Hand that gave tem. 
For no ſooner. had a Dawn of Reformation 
ariſen in the World, than this rave and generous 
Nation appeared among the foremoſt to ſhake off 
the Roman Voke, to reſtore to our Kings their juſt 
Authority and Supremacy, and to our People the 
free Enjoyment of pure Religion and civil Liberty. 
THis was ſuch an attack upon the; Power, and 
witha} ſuch a Diminution of the Revenuss of. Kauen 
as could not be eaſily forgiven or forgot. 
ACCORDINGLY a Princeſs of the Remiſh Per- | 
ſuaſion being (thro? the more delicate Regard of 
the Nation to her Intereſt than their own) ad- 
vanced to the Throne of this Kingdom, N Gate was 
opened for the full Career of Papal Cruelty and Re- 
venge to take Place; immediately the moſt ſolemn 
Oaths, given to the Friends and Supporters of her 
Title, 
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T itle, are cancelled und revoked by the all-difpencing 
Power of Rome; the Fires are kindled in every Part 
of the Kingdom; and the Reverend Fathers of the 
Church and Guurdiant of the Reformation, the 
new born Infant, and the teeming Matron expire 
in the Flames, without the Mercy of the Cord to 
ſhorten their Torments; and that the inhuman and 
vindictive Hand, which lighted up theſe Fires might 


be leſs inconttſtably apparent,” the. tender and piti- 


tul Nature of: a Woman \ is) wrought upon to be the 
Execulione. 

Bur, Thanks be to God! this Tyranny, tho 
ſharp,” was ſoon overpalt.; ,and the long and glori- 
ous Reign of Her! Proteſtant. Sifter and Succeſſor, 
however: fall of Struggle and Difficulty, was, by 
the Bleſting of God, one continued Series of 
Triumphs over the ſecret Machinations and open 
luvaſions of Rome, and her Confederates; during 

which Time, the Reformation ſo fully took Place, 
and was ſo thoroughly eſtabliſhed by the Union of 
two Kingdoms in the Prince who came after her, 
as to make all further Deſigns from that Quarter 
ſeem utterly deſperate; but deſperate as they might 
ſeem they were ſtil} undertaken, with this Difference 
only, that the Wickednefs of the b n bore a Pro- 
portion to the Hazard of it. 

Fox now the Work is no more to be done by 
/mgle Victims; that were too How, too gentle a 
Method to ſuſfice the infatiable Cruelty and Revenge 
of Rome; ho, the whole Legiſlature of the Realm, 
King, Lords and Communs muſt fall by one com- 
prehenſive, one deciſive Blow; that then there might 

be Leiſure and perhaps Mercy enough left for more 
diſtin& and particular Barbarities : Thus, what was 
220716! attempted, 
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attempted, but in Thought and Wiſh, by the moſt 
ſavage and inhuman of the Roman Emperors, his 
ſpiritual and infallibleSucceſſor had brought within a 
iew Hours of Execution. But Providence ward- 
ed off the Blow, —— The Hand of God became 
manifeſt, as well in the critical Time, as in the 
wonderful Manner of the Diſcovery of this Snare, 
ſo craftily laid for the Deſtruction of a whole Peo- 
ple. Our Deliverance from which we this 
Day celebrate; and may this Nation never want 
Opportunity or Inclination to celebrate it, with the 
warmeſt Returns of Gratitude to our Almighty De- 
liverer on the one Hand, and the ſtrongeſt Abhor- 
rence of. that Religion, which: could inſpire ſo exe- 
crable a Deſign on the other: Nor ought the Arti- 
fices ſince uſed by ſome Popiſh Writers to tutn off 
the Odium of this Plot from themſelves upon us, at 
all invalidate the Belief of its Certainty; could they 
indeed ſhew in their Religion any the 4 Spark 
of Moderation, or of a Temper abhorrent of ſuch 
Practices, a more patient Ear might be given to 
their Defence; which however, can never be ſuffi- 
cient to overthrow the Teſtimony of the miſerable 
Enthufiaſts, the devoted Inſtruments of this horrid 
Undertaking, Who, many of them, died not 
only acknowledging, but glorying in their Shame, 
and looking up to Heaven for the Reward of it. 
——— - n inconteſtable Proof, as well of their Guilt, 
as of that of their Religion which ſet them at 
Work, which eould ſo tatally!extitguiſh the Senti- 
ments of; Humanity, and ſo entirely invert in en 
Minds all moral Senſe and Diſtinctio nn 
HE ſucceeding Reigns of two Weesen e 
might, one ſhould have thought, have; a 5 
LOOT artner 
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farther Attempts of Popery; but the unhappy Marri- 
age of the former of 'theſe with a Princeſs of that 
Perſuaſion gave Popery again too much Oppor- 
tunity to be working; which accordingly diſplayed 
its natural Genius in the Maſſacre of many thouſand 
innocent ungarded Proteſtants in the neighbouring N 
Kingdom; and bad no inconſiderable, tho' lets | 
viſible, Hand in the Miſeries and Troubles, which 0 
ſoon after ſo fatally involved the ' other tuo, and 
ended in the horrid Murder of our Sovereign, and 
the temporary Diſſolution of our whole Conſtitution 
in Church and State. | The? 

Tas early exz/e of our Princes in foreign Lands, 
in Conſequence of theſe Troubles, and their long 
and neceſſary Dependance for Subſiſtence and Pro- F 
tection upon Courts of the Romiſb Perſuaſion, pro- 6 
duced an Effect, which ſoon caſt a Damp upon the 7 
national Joy, that ſo fincerely had attended their 
Reſtoration. The younger of theſe Brothers from 
being long a ſiſpected, became at length a declared 
Son of the Church of Rome; at the ſame Time, 
that he ſtood the next preſumptive Heir to the 
Crown : This gave no lefs Alarm to the Fears of 
every. true Engliſtman and Protefiant than it elated 
the Pride and Iaſolence of the Romiſb Party, who, 
impatient of Delay, broke out into frequent and 
dangerous Plots, during the latter Part of Charles 
the ſecond's Reign, which accordingly met either 
with Shelter or Puniſhment as the popular Party 
was depreſs'd, or prevailed. | 
III at length King James aſcended the Throne, 
with the ſeeming applauſe of the whole Nation, too 
eaſily truſting to the ſuppoſed Goodneſs of his na- 
tural] Diſpoſition, and the ſolemn Oath and En- 
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agement he had given them at his Coronation: 
But theſe were ſeebik Fences where Popery had any 
concern; which ſoon grew too ſtrong for both, 
carrying this unhappy Prince | headlong thro' the 
Breach of his Sacred Oath, the Subverſion of the 
conſtitutional Laws, and the manifold Violation of 
our Civil and Religious Rights, to the open Attempt 
of reſtoring Papal Tyranny and Superſtition in 
theſe Kingdoms. Such was the deplorable State 
of this Church and Nation, when God in his 
aga in interpoſed to fave them: A glorious Deliverer 
was raiſed up for them, and by a wonderful Provi 
dence, without the , ſhedding of Blood, 4 
ducted to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. Then at 
laſt this generous and good-natured People grew 
wiſe by long and fad Experience, and ſettled the 
Britiſh Crown in a Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes; 
Popery, and that were declared utterly incompati- 
ble; and may it be the Care of us and our Poſterity 
to keep them ever a under... 
.  Trvs have I attempted to ſketch out the Hiſtory 
of Popery from the firſt Corruptions, that gave Riſe 
to it, to its fatal Efabliſbment into the moſt un- 
heard-of Tyranny over the Conſciences and Liber- 
ties of Mankind; and from thence gone on to ob- 
ſerve the many Deliverances this Church and Na- 
tion have had from its wicked Attempts, ſince their 
happy Eſcape out of its Hands by the Reformation. 

A Subject, which at any other Time might be 

thought leſs intereſting, 'and important by ſuch, as 
having been born and bred out of the Fears and 
Alarms of Popery, and Strangers to their Fore- 
fathers Apprehenſions from that dangerous Quarter, 

have been too long accuſtomed to Regard themſelves 
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as little more than .unconcerned Spectators of it; 
but this Sort of Blindneſs and Inattention, could it 
ever have been ſeaſonable, is certainly now no longer 
%; what before was beheld by many with leſs 
Horror and Deteſtation on Account of its imaginary 
Diſtance, is now come, with all its Terrors and 
Abſurdities full glaring in our View, much zearer 
home to us. 'The bloody Banner of Rome, is again 
diſplayed in theſe Kingdoms by the Hand of one 
born and nurſed under her Shadow, and by every 
Tie of Gratitude andBigottry devoted to her Intereſts; 
while ſome Thouſands of our once Fellow-ſubjecs, 
are rebelliouſly in Arms, ſupporting his «uu/t and 
pretended Claim to his Majeſty” s Crown, and hav- 

ing, 1 know not by what Fate, already put him 
in Poſſeſſion of one of the tuo united Kingdoms; 
and while the joint Force of France and Spain lies 
by in Reſerve, to rivet, if poſſible, the Chains he is 
preparing for the other, and thereby effectually to 
humble the Pride and Power of this flouriſhing 
Kingdom, ſo long their Envy and Dread. At ſuch 
a Juncture every dear, every valuable Intereſt, we 
have, is brought in Queſtion, and calls aloud for 
the moſt ſenſible Alarm; and, Thanks be to God, 
I may fay, the Alarm is now fully taken by the 
whole Nation, expreſſed in the univerſal Indignation 
of all Degrees and Denominations of Men among us, 
and in their ready Concurrence in Defence of their 
King and Country againſt theſe traiterous and 1n- 
ſolent Attempts. 

Bur that the Bleſſing of God may effectually 
crown this happy Unanimity with e it high- 
ly concerns us in every Station to approve ourſelves 
the de ſerving Objects of . by looking well 7 our 
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Hearts, and to the Principles, from whence our 
preſent juſt, Reſentment is derived. —— Let us be 
ſure that our Eumity to Popery is the Reſult of a 
true and well- grounded Zeal. for our pure and re- 
formed Religion; and not a Libertine Averfion to 
all Kind of Diſcipline and Conſtraint: and that 
our Dread of Slavery. proceeds from a juſt and ho- 
neſt Love of our excellent Conſtitution, and Re- 
gard to its Preſervation under his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment; and not from @ lawleſs Defire of indulging 
all Manner of Licentiouſneſs without Controul ; 
for unleſs this is fruly the Caſe with us, we are ill 
doing our Adyerſaries Work for them, and are 
really promoting the Intereſts, we profeſs to oppoſe; 
ſince Irreligion and Superſtition, Licentiouſneſs and 
Slavery bear a much nearer Connexion to each other, 
both in the Nature of Things, and by the Order 
of Providence, than is commonly ſuppoſed. 

LzT therefore the Conſideration of the — 
Carruptions and Abuſes, which heretofore tempted 
God to deliver over his Weſtern Church tor ſo many. 
Ages to the Scourge of Papal Tyranny, make us 
trem dle and fear, leaſt the Repetition of the {ame 
Corruptions, and the ſame ungrateful Abuſe of his 
Favours, in ourſebves, may bring back again upon | 
5 a Return of the /ame terrible Judgment. 

Ap may the Caſe of the Eaſtern and African 
Churches, now, for ſo many Centuries, in a Man- 
ner, quite loſt and extinguiſhed, ſerve to inſtruci 
us, that the Puniſhments of Heaven are not always 
merely Cbaſtiſements to bring Men to Thought and 
Reflection; but that there is a Degree of national 
Guilt, which can, if unrepented of, turn them 
into 0 final Faun * we of this Nation 

have, 
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have, as yet, arrived at that dangerous and fatal 
Pitch is not eaſy to ſay; ſince to determine before- 
hand how far God will bear with the Wickedneſs 
of Men is a difficult and preſumptuous Attempt; 
but, very certain it is, this Country has tried the 
Experiment of the divine Goodnels very far. 
May the preſent juncture of our Affairs bring us to 
a-/er ious Con ſideration of this Point, and to a time- 
ly and national Repentan ge. 

Lr moreover the Remembrance of the many 
ſional Interpoſitions of Providence in Favour of 
this Church and Nation, /erve to animate our Truſt 
and Confidence in God for Succour and Protection 
in their preſent Danger; but withal make us cofi- 
der, that a bare Remembrance alone will not avail 
for this Purpoſe, without ſuitable Reſolutions of 
Gratitude and 'Obedience on our Part, and of a 
Conduct anſwerable to our Obligations. Lo of 

And finally; may the Experience of the fre- 
quent Hazards, our Conſtitution has undergone 
trom the Attempts of Popery and Arbitrary Power, 
render us juſtly ſenfible of the Value of its preſent 
Security, by the happy Settlement of the Crown 
in our gracious Sovereign and his numerous Prote- 
ſtant Family, on all Sides deſcended from, and al- 
lied to Princes, who have from the Beginning been 
the Scourges of Popery, and the Bulwarks of the 
Reformation, ——- May the grateful Senſe of this 
Bleſſing be ever expreſs d by a Ready and unſhaken 
| Zeal to maintain it inviolate to us and our Poſte- 
rity againſt every Attack, as well as by our earneſt 
Prayers to Almighty God, that the /ame good 
Providence, which has more than once diſtinguiſh'd 
this Day by the ſignal Deliverance of this _ 
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ant Church and Nation, may again, inthe preſent 


Time of Danger go. forth with our Fleets and Ar- 
mies in Defence of the ſame juſt and righteous 
Cauſe. — And while it is his Majeſty's unwearied 
and conſtant Care, by his Councils and his Arms, 
to ſecure to us the free Enjoyment of our Religion 
and Liberties; be it ours in grateful Return to 
make the Burthen of Government fit eaſy on bis 
Shoulders ; and to ſtifle and prevent, to the utmoſt 
of our Power, the Revival of Party Rage and 
Diſſention among us, now ſo ſeaſonably compoſe, 
which cannot fail, F renewed, to give the moſt 
dangerous Scope and Advantage to the reſtleſs De- 
figns of his and our common Enemies. And 


may the wiſe Aphoriſm of Solomon never ceaſe to be 


the political and religious Maxim of every hone/? 
well-meaning Engliſhman, to fear the LORD, and the 
KING: and meddle not with them that are given 


to CHANGE. Proverbs xxiv. 21. 
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